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  “If someone had told me several 
years ago that I was entering into 
a particularly blessed season in 
my life because I was going to 
start volunteering with incarcer-
ated girls between the ages of 
12-18 at the District of Colum-
bia’s Youth Services Center 
(YSC) on a weekly basis, I doubt I 
would have counted it a blessing.  I 
mean, after all, when you live and 
work in Washington D.C., “free” time 
is a rare commodity, and when you 
do have it, you need it to minister to 
yourself, and not to others, 
right?  WRONG!    Since September 
2006, I have been humbled through 
the enormous privilege of serving as 
a volunteer with Restoration Minis-
tries (RM).  During these past three 
and a half years, not only has God 
graciously stretched my time but, 
more importantly, He has stretched 
my heart, mind and soul through the 
opportunity to demonstrate His love 
to the girls at YSC. 
     The overwhelming majority of 
these young women have, unfortu-
nately, been educated in life’s school 
of hard knocks.  They are alternately 
scared, withdrawn, hurting, angry or 
sad, and they desperately need to 
know that they are loved, valued, 
and uniquely created for a specific 
purpose on earth.  As an RM volun-
teer, I have the honor of getting to  

                     Our Easter Blessing      
 
     We hope that you had a glorious Easter; we sure did. On the night before 
Easter we showed The Passion of the Christ to the girls at the youth detention 
center. We were pleased that some of the staff and all of the girls attended, 
and even the girl who professed to be a Muslim had a front row seat and did-
n’t move during the entire movie. They had many questions and we had time 
to answer them the next day on Easter Sunday.  
     Each girl at the detention center and the group home received an Easter 
bag filled with candy, hand-written encouragement card from volunteers, a 
daily devotional, a love letter from their heavenly Father and a book written by 
a Christian woman about her journey of faith.  
     It is so special when the girls ask for prayer at the end of our time together. 
To be able to bless and encourage them in their walk with Christ is truly a 
blessing for us.  

RM volunteers enjoy a team building outing to the Shenandoah 
Mountains. Annelise Guisinger, Raj and Kiera Parikh, Pat 
McClaughry holding Dylan, Jeanne Bailey and founder Candace 
Wheeler.  Taking the photo is Dr. Clydette Powell. 

See Serving on page 2 

    “And whoever desires to  
be first among you, let him  
be your servant— just as 
the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to 
serve, and give His life as a 
ransom for many.” Matt 20:27-28  

share that message with them-
whether through a hug, a kind word, 
or a shared moment of silence.  Je-
sus of Nazareth never missed an 
opportunity to demonstrate His Fa-
ther’s unconditional love, tender 
mercy and boundless compassion to 
men, women and children in society 
who were hurting, broken, neglected 
and rejected.  He called His followers   

to likewise serve, and I am exceed-
ingly grateful to RM for affording me 
that opportunity in Washington, DC.”  
                   Jeanne Bailey 
 
    “Kiera and I have volunteered to-
gether with RM since last Janu-
ary.  When we were first considering 
the training, I was nervous about 
being the only male.  I didn't know 
how I would be accepted and per-
ceived by the girls. As we started 
going to the detention center, we 
were amazed at how quickly we con-
nected with the girls: they seemed to 
respect and enjoy our time to-
gether.  One of our favorite times 
was when we had the opportunity to 
watch The Passion of the Christ. 
They were engrossed in the movie 
and at the end, one girl asked: 
"Where is Jesus now?" We were 
glad to answer this question in depth 
the next day on Easter!                                 
                  Raj & Kiera Parikh 
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-risk kids, whose dysfunctional up-
bringing and difficult inner-city cir-
cumstances have landed them in a 
detention center in the heart of our 
nation's capital. As we spend time 
with them, we learn of their hearts 
and heart aches -  and we develop a 

trust which is a criti-
cal foundation to 
their healing. I ache  
to think what they 
have already been 
through and how 
much of their child-
hoods have been 
stolen from them, 
through sex traffick-
ing, through un-
wanted pregnancies, 
through physical and 
mental abuse.  It is a 
joy to see them be-
gin to blossom, to be 
creative during our 

craft time at the detention center, to 
see them respond to a message 
about God’s love and concern for 

    “I have been so blessed 
to be a part of RM for almost a year 
now, and whatever I pour out of 
myself into the ministry, I receive 
back more.  We have such wonder-
ful volunteers and I've been very 
encouraged to get to 
know all of them.  And 
spending time with the 
girls is very grounding of 
my faith; it helps make my 
faith more than a system 
of beliefs, but a real ex-
perience that matters day
-to-day and changes atti-
tudes and behaviors.”                                                       
 Annelise Guisinger 

    “Being a pediatrician, 
my eyes have been 
opened to a new group of 
adolescents very much in 
need of care, not so much in a 
medical sense, but in a relationship 
sense. These teens are clearly high

       A New Way To 
     Stay In Touch                            
     
     There is a new way to stay in touch 
with RM.  In-Jesus is an Internet com-
munications company that provides 
web services for Christian ministries.  
By logging on to restoredcsub-
scribe@myinjesus.com and writing 
SUBSCRIBE in the subject line, you 
will stay involved, informed and mobi-
lized.  And by joining our list serve, 
you will help us keep our postage 
costs down.  If at anytime you wish to 
discontinue receiving our updates, all 
you have to do is write UNSCRIBE in 
the subject line.   Our In Jesus URL is 
http://restoredc.injesus.com.  

                                        Crafters Needed  
 
     Do you enjoy making crafts?  RM is looking for folks who will come to our 
office for a few hours once a week and make-up sample crafts that the girls 
will be making at the detention center and group home.  With our other du-
ties we are just too busy to continue to do this ourselves. 
     All of our projects are simple and things that the girls can complete in an 
hour.  Every week we have a new craft so there is a lot of variety such as 
beading bracelets, 3-D cards, critters from litter, basket weaving, etc. and 
you may have your own interesting ideas to share with us. RM will supply all 
of the materials and instructions.  This is a great opportunity for friends to 
visit while being creative and providing samples so the girls will have an idea 
of what their completed project should look like.   Please contact us if you 
are interested in helping out. 

                                           New Office  
     We have recently moved into our new office!  We have 1,100 square 
feet of space, which means we now have room for support groups, staff 
and volunteers to gather.  The space is in a safe and secure building, 
but it needs a lot of renovations to make it warm, cozy and inviting.  RM 
recently won grants from the Rotary Foundation of Washington DC, 
MidWest Cinema Group and DC Department of Health that will aid in 
the renovations.  And a huge thanks to the Church of the Resurrection 
for their many members who came over to paint and help us move in. 

  Spending time with                      

the girls is very 
grounding for my 
faith; it helps make 
my faith more than a 
system of beliefs but 
a real experience 
that matters day-to-
day and changes at-
titudes and behav-
iors.  

them, to respond to them when they 
ask for prayer. I love seeing them 
laugh, interact with us, and share 
their hope for a bright future.                                    
                   Clydette Powell, M.D. 
 
    “I began working with RM in early 
February as an office volunteer. It has 
been a great pleasure to work on the 
crafts that are later used as models 
on Sundays when the volunteers go 
into the detention center. I am able to 
learn more about Candace and the 
vision she has for the future of RM.  It 
is through these moments that I am 
able to glimpse the heart of God.  His 
Father's heart for each of the girls that 
is ministered to on a weekly basis is 
evident and is a lesson to me each 
time I enter the office.  This clear view 
of the Father's love will continue to be 
my driving force as I persist in giving 
my time and energy to the ministry.”          
  Kacy Wandel    

      New volunteer training starts Thu Sep  3. 
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